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Introduction
The Battle Royal.
 The Battle Royal opens with the voice of a middle-aged man in his 40s who narrates his grandfather’s ordeal after been freed as a slave (Yaszek,2005). The narrator sets the stage by remembering his youthful past when  he was looking for his true identity. He welcomes the readers into his personal life by narrating anecdotes about his grandfather, who on his deathbed made a shocking revelation about who he was. After gaining his freedom, the narrator's grandfather lived a meek and quiet life.
On his deathbed, the narrator's grandfather spoke bitterly about his past life. He revealed to the narrators father that he was a spy and a traitor(Winther,1983). He mentioned that his humility was a dangerous activity. The old man's final world became a constant puzzle in the narrators' life and went unanswered for a long time. His death did not shock the folks, as did his last words. People were more concerned about his last words than his death.
For the narrator, the situation was worse. Though the narrator was warned to forget what his grandfather said, he was a troubled man. The narrator always thought of how his grandfather could have been a traitor, yet he lived a meek and quiet life. What haunts the narrator most is that he was equally praised by the white men in town just as they praised his late grandfather. He felt guilty and uncomfortable whenever the whites expressed their love for his deeds and claimed that he resembled his grandfather in character. He was equally afraid that he was character-wise yoked with his grandfather, and he would one day be referred to as a traitor.

According to the narrator, the grandfather's words were like a curse to his life. During his graduation ceremony, the narrator was asked to deliver a speech. In the speech, he stated the importance of humility as the only way for positive progress. A day after the graduation speech, the narrator was invited to give the same speech in a gathering attended by the prominent white citizens in the town. It was during the event that he begun to realize racial discrimination. Before giving out his speech at the ballroom, he was forced to participate in the  Battle Royal, incredibly organized to entertain the region's prominent whites.
The Battle Royal was an unregulated boxing event in the early 1900s(Kaye,2001). During the battle, nine of his black classmates had been invited to entertain the whites. The rules of the battle were that the entertainers were supposed to box each other until one participant is left as the winner. This was purely to entertain the white. Just before the battle began, all the black students, including the narrator, were forced to watch a naked blonde dance in the room. When the blonde finished dancing, the nine black students were blindfolded by the white men and forced into the ring.
As the battle intensifies, the narrator thinks about his speech and its impact on the community and the prominent whites. The battle royal was an anarchy affair since it embraced racial discrimination. During the battle, discriminative statements such as "kill the black nigger" were hauled to the black students by the event's master of ceremony.  During the fight, the narrator discovered that he had been left alone in the field to battle the toughest of all the black students. After the battle, the MC called out the black students to come out of the ring and receive their reward in the form of money and gold.   As the black boys scrambled for the money, they discovered that the rugs on which the money and gold were placed had been connected to electric current.
	After enduring the ring's painful experience, the narrator was finally allowed to give his speech. during the speech, the white men laughed and ignored him. Although the drunkard whites never paid attention to the narrator, they demanded that he repeats the section of his speech. Due to the disruption during the whites' speech, the narrator accidentally says "social equality " instead of  " social responsibility." The whites demanded that he explains the meaning of equality in his speech. After the speech, the narrator was awarded a briefcase that contained a scholarship to join a local university set aside for the blacks. Later during the night, the narrator dreams that he is in a circus with his grandfather showed no interest in the clowns. His grandfather ordered him to open the envelope in the briefcase given to him by the whites and read the words. In the briefcase, it was written:" to whom it may concern."
		Conclusion
The Battle Royal is purely a narration on racial segregation. His grandfather's last words might have been a regret of being humble and quiet towards the whites' wrongs to the blacks.
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